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The Senate met at 11 a.m., on the ex-
piration of the recess, and was called to
order by the President pro tempore
(Mr. LEAHY).

————
PRAYER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s opening prayer will be offered by
Rabbi Moshe Feller, the director,
Upper Midwest Merkos Chabad-
Lubavitch, from St. Paul, MN.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Almighty God, Master of the Uni-
verse, the Members of this august
body, the U.S. Senate, convene here
today to fulfill one of the Seven Com-
mandments which You issued to Noah
and his family after the Great Flood:
the commandment that all society be
governed by just laws.

As stated in the book of Genesis and
its sacred commentaries, You issued at
that time the following seven laws: to
worship You and You alone; never to
blaspheme Your Holy Name; not to
commit murder; not to commit adul-
tery, incest, or any sexual misdeeds;
not to steal, lie, or cheat; not to be
cruel to any living creature; and that
every society be governed by just laws
based on the recognition and acknowl-
edgement of You, O God, as the sov-
ereign Ruler of all humankind and all
nations.

Grant, Almighty God, that the Mem-
bers of the Senate constantly realize
that by enacting just laws they are
doing Your will. Almighty God, I be-
seech You today to bless the Senate
and our entire Nation in the merit of
two spiritual giants of our time and of
our country, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak
Schneerson of saintly blessed mem-
ory—the sixth Lubavitch Rebbe—and
his successor, the Rebbe, Rabbi
Menachem Schneerson, of saintly
blessed memory.

Tomorrow, the 10th day of the He-
brew month of Shevat, is the anniver-
sary of the transition of their leader-

Senate

(Legislative day of January 10, 2022)

ship. It is a day of reflection and action
and one which should energize us to be
God-conscious beings. Their holy mis-
sion continues through our acts of
goodness and kindness, hastening the
harmonious era of the messianic re-
demption. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Alan Davidson, of Maryland,
to be Assistant Secretary of Commerce
for Communications and Information.

Mr. PETERS. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PETERS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized.

FILIBUSTER

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. Mr. President,
something disturbing is happening in
Washington this week. A group of poli-
ticians are trying to set aside election
results, overrule American voters, and
break—break—our institutions to get a
political outcome they want.

I am speaking, of course, about the
Senate Democratic leader and the rad-
ical left. The Senate Democratic leader
is trying to bully his own Members
into breaking their word, breaking the
Senate, and silencing the voices of mil-
lions of citizens so that one political
party can take over our Nation’s elec-
tions from the top down.

In January 2021, a mob tried to in-
timidate and change the Senate, and
they failed. In January of 2021, the Sen-
ate stayed true to itself, and it stood
strong.

But in January of 2022, some of the
Senate’s own Members want to perma-
nently damage this institution from
within. They want to shatter its cen-
tral feature. The Democratic leader is
using fake hysteria—fake hysteria—
about 2021 State laws to justify a power
grab he began floating actually back in
2019 and an election takeover that was
first drafted in 2019.

President Biden has spread so much
misinformation about the basic facts of
State voting laws that he was called
out and debunked by—listen to this—
the Washington Post. A sitting Presi-
dent of the United States who pledged
to lower the temperature and unite
America now invokes the brutal racial
hatred of Jim Crow segregation to
smear—to smear—States whose new
voting laws are more accessible than,
for example, Delaware. Ten days of
early voting and excuse-only absentees
in Delaware is just fine, but 17 days of
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